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Ô Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC)

Ô Protected heaths habitats (other 5 types):

4010  Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix

4020  Temperate Atlantic wet heaths with Erica ciliaris

and Erica tetralix

4040* Dry Atlantic coastal heaths with Erica vagans

4050  Endemic Macronesian heaths

4060  Alpine and Boreal heaths

EU HABITAT ACTION PLAN

4030 European dry heaths



4030 European dry heaths

Ô Mesophile or xerophile heaths on siliceous, podsolic soils in 
moist Atlantic and sub -Atlantic climates of plains and low 
mountains of Western, Central and Northern Europe 

Several sub -types

Ç Sub-montane Vaccinium -Calluna heaths. British Isles, the 
Alps, the Carpathians, the Pyrenees and the Cantabrian 
Mountains.

Ç Sub-Atlantic Calluna -Genista heaths. Germano -Baltic 
lowlands. British upland areas, high mountains of the W 
Mediterranean basin and Adriatic

Ç Atlantic Erica-Ulex heaths. Heaths rich in gorse ( Ulex) of the 
Atlantic margins.

Ç Ibero -Atlantic Erica-Ulex-Cistus heaths. 

Ç Boreo -Atlantic Erica cinerea heaths.
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ÔAim: provide guidance for the

implementation of conservation

measures by relevant

organisations and stakeholders

(to be endorsed by MS ðbut not

binding ) 

ÔObjectives & actions at different 

levels:  EU, biogeographical, 

country level



Distribution and conservation status 

assessed in 24 MS, 7 Biogeographical 

regions (EU):  >25,500 km2

- mostly unfavourable status

European Red Listof habitats : vulnerable
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